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Ritual of welcome
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Chuck McGowen photo
Bishop W. Francis Malooly leaves Monday'’s installation Mass
at St. Elizabeth Church in Wilmingtonto sounds of applause
and cameras clicking. About 1,000 clergy, religious, deacons,
seminarians, lay people from throughout the diocese and the
bishop’s family packed the church for the two-hour ceremony.
For the stories about Bishop Malooly, click the picture.

By Joseph Ryan
Assistant editor

WILMINGTON — By Monday the weekend
storm had passed and a bright, immaculate
September afternoon, the feast day of the birth of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, greeted the installation of
W. Francis Malooly as the ninth bishop of
Wilmington.

Read the full story.




Chuck McGowen photo
Bishop W. Francis Malooly processes into St. Elizabeth’s Church to applause from the more than 1,000 people who attend-
ed his installation Monday. “We are to live as people who are joyful, welcoming, service oriented, who are the face of Jesus
for others,” the new bishop of Wilmington said in his homily.

Ritual of welcome: Bishop Malooly greets his
new flock with thoughtful challenges among
joyful installation

By Joseph Ryan
Assistant editor

WILMINGTON — By
Monday the weekend storm
had passed and a bright,
immaculate September
afternoon, the feast day of
the birth of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, greeted the
installation of W. Francis
Malooly as the ninth bishop
of Wilmington.

Just 45 minutes before he
would accept his crosier,
the symbol of his new
duties as shepherd of more

than 230,000 Catholics in
Delaware and the Eastern
Shore of Maryland, Bishop
Malooly stood on the front
steps of St. Elizabeth’s
Church and casually greet-
ed students who were
emerging to form an honor
guard for the procession of
clergy and guests who
would lead the new bishop
into the church.

The scene was one of
several before, during, and
after the multilingual instal-
lation Mass that mixed
Bishop Malooly’s informal

touches with the ancient
traditions of the installation
rites.

Greetings and promises

A student carrying a St.
John the Beloved School
banner passed Bishop
Malooly on the steps.

“We’ll see you tomorrow,
St. John the Beloved,” the
bishop said, referring to his
visit to the school the next
day.

Bishop Malooly, 64, had a
smile and greeting for every
student who went by.
Earlier he had said hello to

people who did not have
invitations to the installation
but who had gathered in
front of the church to catch
sight of their new spiritual
leader.

When the student honor
guard formed and the pro-
cession of deacons, priests
and bishops began entering
the church, they also
exchanged greetings and
handshakes with Bishop
Malooly.

Father Joseph E.
Wisniewski led the acolytes
at the head of the proces-



sion of some 300 clergy,
religious, laity, members of
church organizations such
as the Knights of Columbus
and St. Peter Claver, and
representatives of other
denominations. “Hi vya,
Joe,” the bishop joked.
“How are you doing? You
know where you’re going?”

Calm and happy to see
the priests of his diocese in
procession, Bishop Malooly
knew where he was going
— soon after Archbishop
Edwin F.  O’Brien of
Baltimore handed him the
crosier, the bishop told the
congregation of more than
1,000 people how he would
lead the diocese in a homi-
ly that immediately tackled
pressing issues in the
church. (See full text of the
homily here.)

Noting that Monday’s
feast of the nativity of Mary
was an “appropriate day for
the installation,” Bishop
Malooly said the life that St.
Anne, Mary’s mother, car-
ried in her womb “serves as
a vivid reminder” that every
life is special.

“We will continue to
stress the constant teach-
ing of the church that each
person must respect every
life from conception to natu-
ral death,” he said, a prom-
ise that brought instant,
sustained applause from
many in the congregation.

Mary’s birth “also calls to
mind the innocence that is
the birthright of every child,”
the bishop said. “Sadly, the
innocence of too many of
our diocese’s children was
stolen by the very individu-
als whose duty it was to
protect and safeguard it.”

To those children and to
their families who “sum-
moned the courage to sur-
vive their abuse, | apologize
for the innocence that was
stolen from you by Catholic
clergy and others repre-

Chuck McGowen photo
Having presented Bishop Malooly with his crosier, the shepherd’s crook that is the symbol
of his office as the ninth bishop of Wilmington, Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien of Baltimore
(right) and Archbishop Pietro Sambi, the papal nuncio to the United States, lead the congre-
gation at St. Elizabeth Church in applause during Monday’s installation.

Special to The Dialog/
Bud Keegan Images
Milette Angeles reads a
Chuck McGowen photo ~ prayer of the faithful in
Bishop Malooly sits next to his predecessor, Bishop Tagalog, a language of the
Saltarelli, who received an extended ovation during Philippines.
Monday’s installation for his service to the diocese.

“these crimes that were

senting their church,” Bishop Saltarelli’'s work to committed.”
Bishop Malooly said. bring healing to the abuse “l want to meet each and
He vowed to continue victims and their families for every victim who desires



such a meeting with me. |
want to hear what you want
me to hear.”

Pledging to work with the
victims of abuse to help
bring them healing, the
bishop also asked them to
reconcile with the church.

“l want to personally ask
you to return to the church
— your church — and |
promise you today, before
your sisters and brothers in
faith — that we will never
again allow the innocence
of one more child to be
taken away.”

The bishop bluntly stated
that the “faith and unity of
our local church” will be
tested by the “legal process
which must be followed.”
He asked for prayers that
the Holy Spirit will guide the
process and that the church
“will emerge purified and
renewed as we walk togeth-
er on this journey.”

“Voy a estudiar espanol”

Bishop Malooly said he
will take up Bishop
Saltarelli’s goals for the
Year of St. Paul, encourag-
ing Catholics to be mission-
aries who are “joyful, wel-
coming, service-oriented,
who are the face of Jesus
for others.”

The bishop also wants to
be the voice of Jesus for
Spanish-speaking mem-
bers of the diocese. The
bishop does not speak
Spanish, but in careful pro-
nunciation he told the con-
gregation, first in Spanish
and then in English, that he
planned to be tutored in the
language “so | can learn
how to better share our faith
with you and have you
share with me.”

The installation

Before the installation rite
at the beginning of the
Mass, Archbishop O’Brien
saluted the 12 years of
service to the diocese by

Chuck McGowen photo

Members of religious congregations in the diocese carry the Offertory gifts to the altar at
Mass. From left: Holy Cross Brother Joseph Ash, Ursuline Sister Maureen Welch, Dominican
Sister Emmanuella Handlos, Little Sister of the Poor Florine D'Souza, and Franciscan Brother

Jack Boehm.

Special to The Dialog/
Bud Keegan Images

The Knights and Ladies of

Peter Claver were part of
the liturgical procession.

retired Bishop Saltarelli.
That recognition brought
the congregation to its feet
for an extended ovation for
the “bishop emeritus” who
was seated in the sanctu-
ary.

Also in the sanctuary
were retired Cardinal
William H. Keeler of
Baltimore, retired
Archbishop  William D.
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Chuck McGowen photo

Monsignor John O. Barres, diocesan chancellor, displays
the papal document naming Bishop Malooly the new leader

of the Diocese of Wilmington.

Borders of Baltimore,
Wilmington priests who are
members of the College of
Consultors and some 20
bishops from around the
country, including Bishops
Dennis J. Madden and
Mitchell T. Rozanski of
Baltimore, Bishop Victor
Galeone of St. Augustine,
Fla., a former priest of
Baltimore, and Archbishop

Timothy P. Broglio of the
Military Ordinariate.

(Bishop Robert E.
Mulvee, retired bishop of
Providence, R.l., and the
seventh bishop of
Wilmington, was scheduled
to be at the liturgy but was
unable to attend due to
medical reasons.)

Bishop
already

Malooly is
missed in



Baltimore,” Archbishop
O’Brien said, “and you will
soon see why.”

Baltimore’s archbishop
joked that the University of
Delaware had reluctantly
surrendered its quarter-
back Joe Flacco to the
Baltimore Ravens, and now
Baltimore “reluctantly but

willingly” sends Bishop
Malooly to the Diocese of
Wilmington.

After priests of the dio-
cese inspected the papal
mandate naming Bishop
Malooly to Wilmington,
Archbishop Pietro Sambi,
the papal representative to
the United States, read a
translation of the document
then said Pope Benedict
has asked bishops to
remind people of the ulti-
mate purpose of their lives,
that “without God our lives
are ultimately empty.” He
advised Bishop Malooly, as
he leads and governs, to
stand in the midst of the
people “as an authentic ser-
vant of the Gospel.”

Archbishops O’Brien and
Sambi led Bishop Malooly
to the cathedra, the center
chair behind the altar that
symbolizes his teaching
and pastoral power in the
diocese, and presented him
with his crosier. The ninth
bishop of Wilmington was
installed and the congrega-
tion applauded.
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Idongesit Etim, a deacon-seminarian for the Diocese of Wilmington and Deacon of the Word
at the installation Mass, carries the book of the Gospels to the pulpit.

Welcomes and bells

Following the installation
rite, Bishop Malooly was
greeted by representatives
of the laity, consecrated reli-
gious and clergy of the dio-
cese and by leaders from
other faiths. Members of reli-
gious orders working in the
diocese presented the
Offertory gifts and ethnic
groups were represented in
the Prayers of the Faithful,
which were proclaimed in
seven languages.

In remarks at the close of
the  90-minute  Mass,
Bishop Malooly thanked

parish and diocesan offi-
cials for their work in plan-
ning the day and for the
many  volunteers who
worked at the event, includ-
ing the 125 or so teen min-
isters of hospitality. The
bishop asked the students
to consider a religious
vocation, telling them that
vocations would be “a top
priority” during his adminis-
tration.

Bishop Malooly also men-
tioned he had prayed at the
graves of his predecessors
at All Saints Cemetery.
“Monsignor Barres [dioce-

san chancellor] told me
where | will be in that ceme-
tery,” he said with a smile.
“It's a nice view.”

Following the Mass, in
keeping with Bishop
Malooly’s preference for a
simple celebration, there
was no reception. After the
choir led the congregation
in a rousing recessional
hymn of “Holy God, We
Praise Thy Name,” the
bishop stood in front of St.
Elizabeth’s and greeted all
the faithful who wanted to
meet him, as St. Elizabeth’s
bells pealed in his honor.



‘I want to walk with you and have you walk with me’

Here is the text of the
homily Bishop Malooly
gave at his installation
Mass on Monday:

our Eminence, Your
Excellency,
Archbishop Sambi,

my brother bishops, priests,
and deacons, women and
men in consecrated life,
seminarians, distinguished
guests, our sisters and
brothers from other faith
families, the people of God
of the Diocese  of
Wilmington:

| am delighted to be here.
| am grateful to our Holy
Father for this assignment. |
am grateful to Archbishop
Sambi for his confidence
and kindness. | very much
want to thank my three
most recent  spiritual
fathers, the 13th, 14th, and
15th Archbishops of
Baltimore, Archbishop
Borders, Cardinal Keeler
and Archbishop O’Brien.

| am also grateful to
Bishop Saltarelli, our out-
standing bishop and a good
friend.  Wilmington has
been blessed with eight
bishops. We will see how
No. 9 works out later.

In early discussions,
Bishop Saltarelli and | both
agreed that this Feast Day
of the Nativity of Mary
would be a wonderfully
appropriate day for the
installation. Mary’s mother,
St. Anne, carried a very
special life in her womb
which serves as a vivid
reminder that every life is
special. We will continue to
stress the constant teach-
ing of the church that each
person must respect every
life from conception to natu-
ral death. And we will con-
tinue to seek the interces-
sion of St. Thomas More for

statesmen, politicians,
Supreme Court justices,
judges and lawyers — that
they may be courageous
and effective in defending
and promoting the sanctity
of human life, the founda-
tion of every human right,
the foundation of our love
for the poor.

‘l apologize’

The feast we celebrate
today also calls to mind the
innocence that is the
birthright of every child.
Sadly, the innocence of too
many of our diocese’s chil-
dren was stolen by the very
individuals whose duty it
was to protect and safe-
guard it. To the children
who, through their inner
strength, supportive fami-
lies and their remarkable
and enduring faith, sum-
moned the courage to sur-
vive their abuse, | apologize
for the innocence that was
stolen from you by Catholic
clergy and others repre-
senting our church. | vow to
continue the work begun by
Bishop Saltarelli to bring
healing to you and to your
families and to try to restore
the trust that was broken
when these sins — no,
these crimes — were com-
mitted and your church
failed to protect you. | want
to meet each and every vic-
tim who desires such a
meeting with me. | want to
hear what you want me to
hear, and | want to work
closely with each of you to
learn how best the church
can be a part of bringing
healing to all victims.

| also want to promote
reconciliation  with  the
Church to all victims. You
had more than your inno-
cence stolen from you —
many of you also had your

faith taken away. | want to
personally ask you to con-
sider a return to the Church
— your Church —and |
promise you today, before
your sisters and brothers in
faith, that we will never
again allow the innocence
of even one more child to
be taken away.

In April, our Holy Father in
speaking at Nationals
Stadium in Washington,
said, “Great efforts have
already been made to deal
honestly and fairly with this
tragic situation, and to
ensure that children —

whom our Lord Iloves
deeply and who are our
greatest treasure — can

grow up in a safe environ-
ment. These efforts to pro-
tect children must contin-
ue.” | assure you that these
efforts will continue in the
Diocese of Wilmington.
There is no greater priority,
no greater responsibility
than the safety of those
entrusted to our care. Every
employee, every volunteer
from Pocomoke City to
Claymont will make it his or
her personal responsibility
to ensure the safety of
every child in our church.
The faith and unity of our
local church will be tested in
the months and even years
ahead as a result of the
legal process which must
be followed. | ask you to
join me in praying that the
Holy Spirit will guide all
involved in this process and
that our church will emerge
purified and renewed as we
walk together in our journey
of healing and forgiveness.

‘Each one of us
can be holy’
In our first reading, Micah
shares the prediction of the
coming of our Lord: “He

shall stand firm and shep-
herd his flock by the
strength of the Lord. He
shall be peace.” | hope |
can do both. In Paul’s letter
to the Ephesians we hear
that God our Father has
chosen us to be holy before
him. Each one of us can be
holy through imitation of the
example Jesus set and a
healthy prayer life. The
sacraments, especially the
Eucharist, sustain us as we
strive for holiness.

In Matthew’s gospel the
angel of the Lord speaks to
Joseph. “She will bear a
son and you are to name
him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their
sin.” In gratitude we pro-
claim what Jesus has done
for us. God is with us.

| have no predisposed
plan for what | will do as
your bishop. I will work with
you to develop what we will
do together and to continue
the good that has occurred.
However, what we do will
be grounded in Bishop
Saltarelli’'s pastoral letter for
the year of St. Paul. This
pastoral letter calls each of
us to our own unique road
to a Damascus conversion
experience during the Year
of Saint Paul and asks each
of us to hold a mirror to our
lives and to ask ourselves:
Are we as determined and
as energetic about spread-
ing the Catholic faith as St.
Paul was?

Each of us is a mission-
ary. Each of us is called to
be a saint. From his letter
we hear how we are to live
as people who are joyful,
welcoming, service orient-
ed, who are the face of
Jesus for others. From Paul
we learn that each person
is important.

| ask each of you in our



parishes, schools and insti-
tutions to be hospitable,
interested, excited about
what you do. | ask you to
reinforce and support each
other. When | visited a
parish a month ago imme-
diately the secretary came
out, not knowing who |
was, to welcome me and to
ask if she could be of help.
When | walked into the
church the maintenance
man who was working on a
project stopped and came
over to see if he could be
of assistance. Each of us
by our own holiness, by our
imitation of Jesus, by trying
to be the face of Jesus,

Back to top

can lead people to the
church.

We have many wonderful
ministries here in the
Diocese of Wilmington. |
want to encourage and sup-
port each of them.

A word to Hispanics

| offer a special word to
our Hispanic Catholic com-
munity:

Estoy muy orgulloso de
ser su obispo, y espero
caminar junto a ustedes en
su viaje de fe. Anticipo con
gran esperanza también
ejercer mi ministerio entre
ustedes, y aprender como
la Iglesia les puede servir

de la mejor manera. Es un
privilegio para mi servirles,
y les extiendo el amor de
Cristo en el nombre de toda
la Didcesis de Wilmington.
Voy a estudiar espafriol, y
ademads visitaré a un her-
mano obispo en San
Marco, Guatemala, para
poder compartir mejor
nuestra fe con ustedes, y
que ustedes la compartan
conmigo.

[ am proud to be your
bishop and look forward to
walking with you on your
faith journey. | also look for-
ward to ministering to you
and to learning how best
the church can serve your

needs. It is a privilege to
serve you and | extend to
you the love of Christ on
behalf of the entire Diocese
of Wilmington. | will be
tutored in Spanish and will
also visit a brother bishop in
San Marcos, Guatemala,
so | can learn how to better
share our faith with you and
have you share with me.]
o0 0

Finally, | will lead but |
want to walk with you and |
want you to walk with me.
Let me say that again — |
will lead, but | want to walk
with you and have you walk
with me. And thank you for
your warm welcome.

Young ministers of hospitality: High-school students helped
put out the welcome mat for installation visitors

By Elissa Serrao
Staff reporter

WILMINGTON — At 9:30
Monday morning, four-and-
a-half hours before his
installation Mass,
Wilmington’s  soon-to-be
new bishop stood in the
courtyard of the St. E
Center and greeted 125
teenagers, one-by-one.

Bishop W. Francis
Malooly introduced himself
as he shook the hand of
each of the students — rep-
resenting Catholic and pub-
lic high schools from across
the diocese — who would
soon begin a long day of
duties as greeters, ushers,
food servers and bearers of
banners that represented
every elementary and high
school in the diocese.

Despite hours preparing
for their roles on installation
day, which took place on a
scheduled day off for
Catholic schools, coming
face-to-face with the new
bishop still came as quite a

Chuck McGowen photos

Bishop Malooly takes a moment before his installation Mass to pose outside church with
well-wishers, including some of the many high school students from around the diocese
who served as greeters, ushers, food servers, and banner bearers.

surprise to many of the
teens.
“l wasn’t sure, so | asked

him if he was the bishop,”
said Brittany Drazich, 17, a
junior at St. Mark’s High

School, who served as an
usher. “He said, ‘You know
what? | actually am.” He



seemed like an awesome
guy.”

Emily Darling, 16, a junior
at St. Thomas More
Preparatory in Magnolia,
said the bishop’s appear-
ance — his simple priestly
black suit with collar — was
a little deceiving. “I figured
he’d be more dressed up or
something. | didn’t know it
was him. | couldn’t believe
he just came up and talked
to us. And he asked me my
name.”

Following the 15-minute
greeting, the teens assem-
bled on the steps of the
courtyard for their first
photo with the bishop. The
group then recited a prayer
written for the occasion by
Sister Suzanne Donovan,
director of human
resources for the diocese
and member of the installa-
tion committee, who earlier
described the teens’ role as
“putting a face on the
essential Christian virtue of
hospitality.”

Bishop Malooly then
stood in front of the teens
and offered a personal
blessing. “Thank you for
your spirit and the joy you
bring today,” he told them.

He reminded the students
of his plans to visit their
schools in the coming
months. “When I'm there,
come up and say hi to me.
Let me know you were
here.”

Students then broke into
groups according to assign-
ment. The ones responsible
for serving food at the 11:30
a.m. bishops’ luncheon
gathered in Grant Hall in
the basement of the church.

Samantha Phelan, 17, a
senior from the Charter
School of Wilmington and
member of Holy Family
Parish in Newark, was
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Salesianum student Ryan Steiner holds a banner as Bishop
Malooly walks by. Each school was represented by a banner
at the Mass. Students also served lunch, directed traffic and
ushered at the installation.

excited but “a little nervous”
for her responsibility as a
server.

“Today’s a pretty big
deal,” she said. “Just have
to remember to be polite,
serve to the left and take
from the right.”

Matthew Glunt, 17, a sen-
ior at St. Elizabeth, had the
daunting task of serving hot
beverages. “I'll be fine,” he
said. “l just don’t want to
spill coffee on anyone.”

Upstairs in the church,
the student-ushers were
being given last-minute
instructions. “l feel pre-
pared so I’'m not really nerv-
ous,” said usher Caitlin
Graf, 17, a senior at St.
Elizabeth. “Plus, the bishop
seems so nice and person-
able.”

Graf hopes  Bishop
Malooly can keep Catholic
schools strong. “Hopefully
he can turn things around
with all the closings,” she
said, referring especially to
the merger of her alma
mater, Holy Rosary, and St.

Helena into Pope John Paul
Il School, which opened
earlier this month.

Outdoor guides

Surrounding the church
at various checkpoints were
greeters responsible for
directing people to parking
spaces and the church
entrance.

Meghan O’Toole, 17, a
senior at Padua Academy,
was stationed near the
main parking lot entrance.

“Its a little rough in the
sun but it’s fun,” she said. “I
was one of the first ones to
meet him this morning. He
was great. He asked me
questions and seemed
interested in the answers. It
was about us — not just the
adults.”

Some greeters were for-
tunate enough to be sta-
tioned in a more shaded
area.

“We lucked out,” said
Joseph Zarranga, 16, a jun-
ior at St. Thomas More.
Zarranga said he already

felt pretty informed about
the new bishop since he
wrote an article about
Bishop Malooly for his
school paper.

“He’s going to have some
big shoes to fill,” he said,
referring to Bishop
Saltarelli. “But so far he’s
great. | even saw a picture
of him in The Dialog in
shorts and a T-shirt and
was like ‘wow, he’s a regu-
lar guy.”

The opening Mass pro-
cession began with the
presentation of banners.
Students processed in from
both sides of the front of the
church and proceeded
down the center aisle.

Annesha Carter, 17, a
senior at Ursuline Academy
in  Wilmington, not only
served as a greeter but car-
ried Ursuline’s banner. “It
was so fulfilling to be a part
of this,” she said.

Austin  Robuck was
grateful for the chance to
be a greeter. “'m here to
see this historic event and
serve God today,” he said.
Robuck, a freshman at St.
Elizabeth, said he wants to
become a priest and confi-
dently said he even plans
to be the first American
pope, a goal he’s had since
he was little. “For the kids,
it's important that the bish-
op be involved in the living
Christ, not just live around
it.”

After the procession and
as Mass began, students
gathered in Grant Hall for a
brief lunch of fruit and sand-
wiches before heading
back to their stations to pre-
pare for the conclusion of
Mass and then to put the
St. E Center and Grant Hall
back in shape for the next
day — which, after all, was
a school day.



An evening with priests, deacons and religious

By Gary Morton
Staff reporter

WILMINGTON — The
night before Bishop W.
Francis Malooly officially
became the ninth bishop of
Wilmington, more than 350
priests, deacons and their
wives, and religious men
and women welcomed him
to his new spiritual home,
the Cathedral of St. Peter,
for a 45-minute service of
solemn vespers and bene-
diction.

Joy was the order of the
evening, reflected in song
— including the combined
voices of the cathedral
choir and the congregation
— and in the words of
Bishop Malooly, who vowed
“to live out my ministry here
in joy.” The theme — an
outgrowth  of  Bishop
Malooly’s episcopal motto,
“Rejoice in the Lord” — was
mixed with reverence for
the Eucharist, which was
exposed throughout the
service.

Bishop Malooly sat for the
first time in the cathedra,
the bishop’s chair that sym-
bolizes his teaching office
and pastoral authority.
Bishop Saltarelli, whom he
would succeed the next day
as bishop of Wilmington,
sat facing Bishop Malooly
on the opposite side of the
altar.

During his homily, Bishop
Malooly said he had spent
the day looking back. He
had celebrated Mass with
Bishop Saltarelli and later
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prayed at All Saints
Cemetery, where several
deceased bishops are
buried.

“Tonight | want to look
ahead,” he said, and pro-
ceeded to cite evangeliza-
tion, devotion to the
Eucharist, vocations, and
working with young people
as key areas he will pursue
as bishop.

“Especially in this year of
St. Paul,” he said, “we invite
others to come back or to
give us a look.” When they
do, Bishop Malooly hopes
they see a happy people. “If
I'm not joyful, if I'm not
happy, there would not be
many people who would
want to join me,” he said, a
sentiment that has already

become a recurring theme
for him.

Vocations flourish “where
there is a reverence for the
Eucharist,” he said. “I want
to emphasize the Eucharist
very much.”

He gave the congregation
the same instruction he
gives young people at con-
firmations: pray every day,
use your gifts in service to
others, and “be the face of
Jesus to others.”

Deacon Weston E. “Pete”
Nellius of Holy Cross
Parish in Dover left
impressed with Bishop
Malooly’s knowledge of the
diocese. After the bishop
learned that Nellius was
ordained a deacon in 2001,
“He said, ‘Oh, you had a

Chuck McGowen photo
Bishop Malooly kneels before the monstrance at solemn vespers Sunday at Cathedral of St.
Peter in Wilmington. More than 350 priests, deacons, their wives, and religious men and
women attended.

very large class.’ He’s done
his homework.”

The emphasis on
Eucharist caught the atten-
tion of Sister Barbara Ann
Curran, a Daughter of
Charity who is principal of
St. Peter Cathedral School.
“It was church at its very
best, seeing the Eucharist
being the center of his
beginning here.”

Sister Connie Ladd,
major superior of the Little
Sisters of Jesus and Mary
in Salisbury, Md., said the
110-mile trip each way was
worth it for the direction
Bishop Malooly gave. “He
hit the nut right on the head
when he said, let's show
the face of Christ to every-
one we meet.”



Chicken, crab and toasts: Pre-installation lunch welcomed
visiting Malooloys and hlgh -level church dignitaries

By Joseph Ryan
Assistant editor

The chicken marsala and
crab imperial were fitting
menu items for a lunch prior
to the installation of Bishop
Malooly: chicken, a
Delmarva specialty, and
crab, Maryland’s gift to
America cuisine.

Janet Aviola and her
kitchen crew prepared the
meal in Grant Hall’s
kitchen, below St.
Elizabeth’s Church, starting
at 8:30 that morning.

By 10:30 Bishop Malooly
was in the hall, ready to
greet some 70 guests arriv-
ing for lunch: visiting clergy,
including retired Cardinal
William H. Keeler of
Baltimore; Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, the papal nuncio;
Archbishop Edwin O’Brien
of Baltimore; other bishops
from around the country;
members of the Malooly
family; and Wilmington cler-
gy and diocesan staff.

Lunch followed a wel-
come by Msgr. J. Thomas
Cini and a toast by Msgr.
Joseph Rebman, the dio-
cese’s two vicars general.
By the time the desserts of
vanilla ice cream with mint
sauce and petit fours were
served, Bishop Malooly’s
predecessor, Bishop Sal-
tarelli, told the guests that
when Bishop Malooly was
appointed to Wilmington on
July 7, “l felt a sense of
peace, | felt a sense of
ease. It made everything so
much nicer for me. Retiring,
you always have those
question marks, but know-
ing Bishop Fran Malooly
was going to succeed me
made everything just so
easy and so wonderful. So
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Martha Hackman, Bishop Malooly’s sister, greets Bishop
Saltarelli during Monday’s installation lunch.

we thank God for this fan-
tastic gift that has been
given to our diocese.”

The new bishop emeritus
of Wilmington, who was
walking with the aid of a
cane while recuperating
from an inflamed spine,
then introduced Bishop
Malooly. “We thank God for
the archdiocese of
Baltimore giving us one of
its finest, if not its finest
priest.”

Bishop Malooly noted
that growing up in Baltimore
and serving as a priest
there, he’d known the fifth,
sixth, seventh and eighth
bishops of Wilmington
(Bishops Michael Hyle,
Thomas Mardaga, Robert

Mulvee and Bishop
Saltarelli), an unusual cir-
cumstance for arriving
shepherds.

The bishop also wel-
comed his family at the
lunch and thanked “so
many of my brother bishops
who came,” including
Archbishops Sambi and
O’Brien. “I look forward to
walking across the sanctu-
ary with you,” he told the

prelates who would present
him with the crosier of the
Diocese of Wilmington with-
in the hour.

Megan Malooly, the
daughter of Bishop
Malooly’s brother Gerard, is
getting married Sept. 27,
and her uncle will officiate.
But he couldn'’t resist teas-
ing his niece about the
event at first.

“When he told us that he
was getting this new posi-
tion, he said, ‘Now, Meg,
I’'m not going to be able to
do your wedding anymore.’
He was going to keep [the
joke] going, but he saw this
look in my eyes. | was like,
he may be a bishop, but
he’s still family. He wasn'’t
going to do that.”

Megan Malooly said the
family knew that one day
her uncle might leave
Baltimore and he might not
be close by. “But it’'s 45 min-
utes, not far at all. We can
do that.”

Megan’s other uncle, the
bishop’s brother Austin,
said he knows his brother is
happy he’s in Wilmington,
and “we’re very happy he’s

here.”

“We're definitely not los-
ing an uncle,” Megan said.
“The way this one travels?
We're going to see him all
the time.”

Another guest at the
lunch was Bishop Victor
Galeone of St. Augustine,
Fla. He was pastor of St.
Thomas More Church in
Baltimore and lived with
Bishop Malooly in the recto-
ry for seven years when
Bishop Malooly was chan-
cellor of the archdiocese.

“Fran was, what we’d call
in the old days, a priest’s
priest,” Bishop Galeone
said. “My seven years with
him, | never heard him say
an unkind word about any-
one. ... Being chancellor
and getting it from this side
and that side, one would
say periodically he’s going
to have to ventilate. He
never did.”

Cardinal Keeler agreed
Wilmington was “getting a
good deal” with its new
bishop. “What can | say?
He was my right hand in
Baltimore and now he is
going to give wonderful
leadership here following
Bishop Saltarelli. He wins
the hearts of people very
quickly.”

As the guests left the hall,
Aviola, a lifetime member of
St. Elizabeth’s who runs a
catering business her moth-
er started years ago, said
she didn’t recall serving a
cardinal before.

“We are honored,” she
said as she stood by the
kitchen and praised her
crew along with the 32 very
attentive and helpful stu-
dents who served it. “The
students were tremendous.
They were wonderful.”



Quite a first day of school: Another banner day for Bishop
Malooly begins with a visit to St. John the Beloved

By Elissa Serrao
Staff reporter

WILMINGTON — Before
the opening Mass began
Tuesday, eighth-grader
Maggie Fassano welcomed
her 582 fellow classmates
at St. John the Beloved
School to a first day of
school “blessed with wel-
coming.”

“Today we welcome our
new principal, Mr. [Richard]
Hart,” Fassano said. “We
welcome new students who
have joined our school; and
we’ve been given a very
extra special honor to wel-
come our brand-new bish-
op [W. Francis Malooly].
We hope this is the first of
many experiences we have
to celebrate with him.”

Bishop Malooly, who was
installed Monday, made his
first post-installation
appearance as bishop of
Wilmington as he celebrat-
ed the Mass where stu-
dents, faculty, parents and
parishioners filled the
church to near-capacity.

As liturgy began, the
bishop handled a slight
microphone  malfunction
with humor and grace. “Can
you hear me?” he asked the
students. After they collec-
tively answered “no,” he
responded “Do you want to
hear me?”

During his homily, the
bishop asked each grade to
identify themselves by rais-
ing their hand. He then held
up the St. John the Beloved
banner that was displayed
at his installation Mass and
thanked them for the beau-
tiful symbol of representa-
tion.

He encouraged the stu-
dents to do three things in
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Bishop Malooly greets 4-year-old Julie Thiemann after the
opening Mass at St. John the Beloved School. The bishop
visited each class during his first post-installation appear-

ance.

their lives: Pray, do service
and be the face of Jesus.
“When you pray, you
always know where God
is,” he said. “When we
serve, we do what Jesus
did. Use your talents to
serve the needs of others ...
when you are the face of

Jesus, you let people see
God’s spirit within you.”

As Mass ended the bish-
op thanked the students
and servers for their wor-
ship and gave special
recognition to the student
choir. “ was  very
impressed,” he said.

Chuck McGowen photos
Bishop Malooly takes an empty seat Tuesday between St. John the Beloved fourth-graders
Sarah Embley (left) and Olivia Rubini. After taking questions, the bishop told the students,
“l could never be a fourth-grader — the bags are too heavy!”

After Mass the bishop
headed to the school where
he was greeted by the
eighth-grade student coun-
cil officers, Kevin Clark,
Sean Carroll, Laura Hahn
and Jenna Wolff. They pre-
sented him with gifts includ-
ing a St. John the Beloved
hat, windbreaker, yellow
sweatshirt, golf tees, golf
shirt and a small stuffed
eagle, the school mascot.

“Wow — and | only said
Mass,” he said. “Bet you
wish you were the bishop.”

He also went to each
classroom to introduce him-
self personally.

In Pat Armstrong’s fourth-
grade class, the bishop
made himself comfortable
at an empty desk after
Kenny Lacek, 9, raised his
hand and said, “Bishop, we
have an extra seat right
here.”

He reminisced on his
days as a fourth-grader,



telling students he used an
inkwell for his pen. After
quizzing the students on
the three elements he dis-
cussed in his homily, he
asked if they had any ques-
tions for him.

“Do you always have to
wear that black suit?” asked
Melissa Houck, 9.
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“Well, this way, you can
always tell who a priest is,”
he responded. “Sometimes
people will ask me if they
can borrow it for Halloween
— but | don’t let them.”

After asking them if it
was “OK if | visited again
someday,” he wished them
luck in their upcoming

First impressions ...

Here are a few of the first
impressions of Bishop
Malooly  from  people
around the diocese who
were at Monday’s installa-
tion at St. Elizabeth’s
Church.

“It was a perfect cele-
bration. You can feel the
spirit present. The fact
that he has a very strong
sense of humor, that’s the
spirit at work.”

— Ish Prado, St. Paul’s in
Wilmington.

“l was impressed he
came to the kids and not
the politicians.”

— Mary Kelly of
Wilmington, who didn’t
have a ticket for the Mass
but waited with two of her
children outside St.
Elizabeth’s to catch a
glimpse of Bishop Malooly.

“He’s real nice. | said,
‘Congratulations.’ He
said, ‘Thank you.’ It was
fun.”

— Alex Martin, a fourth-
grader at Corpus Christi
School in Elsmere.

“It was very nice to see
him come amongst the
people. He was very per-
sonal, very, very friendly
and has a beautiful
smile.”

— Joanne Reynolds, a

school year and said, ‘Il
could never be a fourth-
grader — the bags are too
heavy!”

Bishop Malooly also
received a deeper-than-
anticipated theological
question from first-grader
Connor Ryan, 6, member of
Missy Longo’s first-grade

class, after discussing how
they will receive their first
Communion next year.

“Are we really eating
Jesus’ body?” Connor
asked.

“It means that Jesus is
within us,” the bishop said.

The answer seemed to
satisfy Connor.
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Bishop Malooly greets well-wishers outside St. Elizabeth Church after his installation Mass
on Monday. The bishop spent about 90 minutes accepting congratulations.

St. Elizabeth parishioner
who stood outside to see
the bishop.

“It was an honor to be
here, a blessing. | am
extremely impressed.
We are blessed to have
him.”

— Nancy Bricker of St.
Dennis in Galena, Md.

“l loved what he had to
say and | thought the
Mass was wonderful.”

— Julie Geary, director of
liturgical ~ ministry, St
Francis de Sales Parish in
Salisbury, Md.

“It was wonderful he
talked about the unborn
and the children of abuse.

We’re in kind of a
quandary with that right
now and he addressed
it.”

— Sharon Tritelli of St.
Peter the Apostle Church in
New Castle, who sang in
the installation choir.

“l like his sense of
humor. He seems to be
very relaxed.”

— Mary Lou Danberg, St.
John-Holy Angels parish-
ioner.

“He seems like a really
nice person. He’s not
intimidating.”

— Maggie Pierse, a sen-
ior at Padua Academy and
member of the Diocesan
Pastoral Council.

“He has a good sense
of humor, but | think you
have to have a sense of
humor in this day and
age.”

— Arlene Daney, St.
Joseph of the Brandywine
in Greenville.

“He’s a people person,
no question about it. He’s
a bishop, but No. 1, he’s a
priest.”

— Jim Keegan, St. Ann’s
in Wilmington

“l1 figured | would drive
by to see if anyone was
left. 1 didn’t think he
would still be standing
out here. | was sur-
prised.”



— Mark Fontana, from St.
Matthew’s, Wilmington,
who was last in line to greet
the bishop after driving his
mother home after the
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installation. The bishop
greeted people outside for
about 90 minutes after
Mass.

— Compiled by

Joseph Ryan
and Gary Morton,
The Dialog

View and purchase pho-

tos from Bishop
Malooly’s installation. Go

to www.cdow.org/dia-
log.html.

Congress takes a page from St. Mark’s: Denée McKoy
goes to Washington to work in House of Representatives

By Elissa Serrao
Staff reporter

An hour-and-a-half
before most of her class-
mates at St. Mark’s High
School were reporting to
homeroom on Sept. 2, jun-
ior Denée McKoy headed to
the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C., at 6:45
a.m. for her first day of
classes at the House Page
School.

Denée is one of just 66
students in the United
States who has been
appointed a congressional
page for the fall session
(September 2008-January
2009) in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

“l was a little skeptical at
first having to be away from
home for five months but |
knew it would be a good
experience,” she said. It's
also proven to be an adjust-
ment to her usual sleeping
pattern. “My first day was
cool, but | had to wake up
early. Really early. At 6
a.m.”

Denée, who lives at the
Page Residence Hall a few
blocks away from the
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Denée McKoy, with her parents Edmund and Yvonne, is one
of 66 students from around the country working this fall as a

page.

Capitol, attends classes
until 10 a.m. At 10:30 a.m.,
she heads to the Capitol
where she works until about
5 p.m. Her tasks range from
assisting uU.S.
Representatives with their
legislative duties to prepar-
ing the House Floor for ses-
sions.

John Hannagan, St.
Mark’s assistant principal,
who is Denée’s AP U.S. his-
tory teacher, recommended
her to Rep. Mike Castle.

The Republican con-

gressman was at St. Mark’s
along with Hannagan and
Denée’s parents, Edmund
and Yvonne McKoy, to
announce her appointment
Aug. 25.

“l do not get the opportu-
nity every year to nominate
a student from Delaware for
the program, so it is a privi-
lege to nominate an individ-
ual as outstanding and well-
rounded as Denée,” Castle
said. “She calls herself a
typical teenager but she is
far beyond the average

high school student —
excelling in  numerous
areas from academics to
arts and athletics. | wish
Denée all the best as she
heads to Washington and
hope to see her from time
to time in the Capitol.”

The 16-year-old Newark
resident, who attends Holy
Angels Church, said it was
strange going from a small
city in Delaware to the fast-
paced national capital.

“I'm sure I'll get used to
it,” she said. “For now I'm
spending my free time get-
ting to know the city and
hanging out in the dorm.”

While Yvonne McKoy
said she is still adjusting to
life without Denée around
the house, she “couldn’t be
more thrilled or excited” her
daughter was given the
opportunity.

It was a well-earned
opportunity, McKoy said,
noting Denée, a straight-A
student, “accepts a lot of
challenges and is very inde-
pendent. When she sets
out to do something, she
always does it — although |
am a little worried about her
getting up on time.”
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Sunday Reading

What’s the meaning of the cross in your life?

The cross can be viewed
as an instrument of execu-
tion and also as a symbol of
redemption.

| recently watched a spe-
cial on The History Channel
that was an in-depth exam-
ination of this ultimate cru-
elty, this torturous form of
capital punishment that has
been applied to tens of
thousands of victims. The
program presented forensic
reconstructions, computer
animations, dramatic reen-
actments and footage of
modern crucifixions, reveal-
ing the details of this very
well-known but little-under-
stood form of brutality. In
Roman times, crucifixion
was regarded as the most
shameful form of execution
reserved for slaves, aliens
and those who were a
threat to the ruling body. It
was the Romans who per-
fected the crucifixion tech-
nique so that the resulting
death was slow and most
painful. This is the death
Jesus suffered and endured
— for us.
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However, for Christians
the cross is a symbol of our
faith in the crucified and
risen Lord. Our second
reading from Paul to the
Philippians presents a
beautiful description of the
sacrifice Jesus made for us:
“He emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, coming

Andy Zampini

desert, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up so that
everyone who believes in
him may have eternal life.”
These words led me to
think about the example of
self-sacrifice provided to us
by Jesus. He emptied him-
self completely for us, even
to the point of death on the

Readings for Sept. 14, Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Numbers 21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11;
John 3:13, 17

in human likeness; and
found human in appear-
ance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death
on a cross.”

As | meditated on this
reading, | was immediately
moved to giving thanks to
our good and gracious God.
What an incredible gift.

In this week’s Gospel, we
read, “and just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the

cross. There is a popular
Christian song “Empty Me”
that includes the lyrics
“empty me of me so that |
can be filled with You!”
These words are a
reminder to me of how I
need to practice the virtue
of self-sacrifice in my life,
as Jesus showed me. |
must admit | almost need to
have these song lyrics con-
stantly in front of me since |
can very easily get wrapped

up in
myself
and the
distractions of my day-to-
day life.

This day, we observe the
Exaltation of the Holy
Cross and celebrate the
triumph of the cross of
Jesus over the power of
sin and death. By his cross
we are saved. By his cross
we are redeemed. In his
cross we understand the
meaning of salvation. It is
by the cross that
Christians are identified
around the world.

As we think about the
power of the cross and its
meaning in our lives, |
encourage each of us to
consider if we are living our
lives as true followers of our
crucified and risen Lord.
What meaning have you
given to the cross in your
life?

Andy Zampini is director
of  Catholic  Charities’
Division of Parish Social
Ministry.



Editorial

The journey begins

nly minutes after
being installed
Monday as the ninth bish-
op of the Diocese of
Wilmington, Bishop
Malooly got right to work.

Amid the liturgical splen-
dor of the ceremonies at
St. Elizabeth Church, the
bishop delivered a homily
that, if short on celebra-
tion, was long on truth and
inspiration.

“l have no predisposed
plan for what | will do as
your bishop,” he said. But
if his talk was a first-day
indication of his modus
operandi here, it's clear
that the new bishop will be
a teacher, will proclaim the
Good News without hesi-
tation to all communities,
and, during this Year of St.
Paul, will remind all
Catholics of their mission
to spread the faith and
become saints.

If anyone in the congre-
gation of 1,000 was look-
ing for specifics, the bish-
op made several of his
stances clear at the outset
of his homily.

Bishop Malooly had
already said he prefers
private discussions over
public confrontations with
any Catholic who supports
abortion rights. On
Monday afternoon the
bishop gave a fair idea of
how his side of a private
talk might go.

“We will continue to
stress the constant teach-
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ing of the church that each
person must respect every
life from conception to nat-
ural death,” he said. “And
we will continue to seek
the intercession of St.
Thomas More for states-
men, politicians, Supreme
Court justices and lawyers
— that they may be coura-
geous and effective in
defending and promoting
the sanctity of human life,
the foundation of every
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human right, the founda-
tion of our love for the
poor.”

Then the bishop hit
another challenging issue
facing the diocese, direct-
ly addressing the revela-
tions of the sexual abuse
of minors by priests in the
diocese. “Sadly,” he said,
“the innocence of too
many of our diocese’s chil-
dren was stolen by the
very individuals whose

duty it was to protect and
safeguard it.” He apolo-
gized to the victims and
vowed to continue “to
bring healing to you and to
your families and to try to
restore the trust that was
broken when these sins —
no, these crimes — were
committed and  your
church failed to protect
you.” The new shepherd
then taught, as bishops
are charged to teach, the
Good News of Christ. “l
also want to promote rec-
onciliation with the church
to all victims,” he said,
personally asking them to
consider returning to the
faith.

Bishop Malooly asked
all to join him in praying
to the Holy Spirit for guid-
ance so that the church
will be purified “as we
walk together in our jour-
ney of healing and for-
giveness.” He pledged to
lead that arduous jour-
ney, but he was clear
what the role of every
Catholic in the diocese
should be.

“I will lead,” he said, “but
I want to walk with you
and | want you to walk
with me.”

The bishop, it seemed,
had already left the wel-
comes behind and was
beginning his walk, and
asking all Catholics to
join him and lend a hand
with God’s work on the
way.



Group sponsoring
conference is
at odds with church

A serious mistake in judgment was
made in accepting the “health brief”’
news item Aug. 21 concerning an
end-of-life conference for the develop-
mentally disabled at the Chase
Center in Wilmington on Oct. 10.

The sponsoring group (Delaware
End of Life Coalition) is totally at odds
with Catholic teaching as | am very
familiar with names and groups asso-
ciated with their philosophy. They are
sincerely misguided in their efforts to
focus on quality of life vs. the sanctity
of life. We first encountered them in
1996 when they advocated for the
withholding of food and water to non-
dying persons. Since then, many indi-
viduals have not received basic care
and opportunities for rehabilitation
because their plights following major
health events are transformed into a
“better off dead” mentality.

They are pushing for extreme
measures for organ donations.
Distraught families are trusting of the
flawed medical system that has
embraced this attitude. Families are
offered organ donation for the so-
called “brain-dead” patient in a
moment of crisis instead of being
given the benefit of time and healing.

If you attend this event, | urge all to
be aware of the rhetoric of the culture of
death and to defend Catholic teaching
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

on end-of-life issues. All life is sacred.
Bess McAneny
Delaware Pro Life Coalition Inc.
Newark

Bishop missed point on
denying Communion

| greatly appreciated The Dialog’s
recent interview with Bishop Malooly
and its concise insight into the life of
this wonderful man.

However, | read with great sorrow
the bishop’s response to your ques-
tion about denying Communion to
vocally pro-choice public officials.
While | certainly lack the Catholic
knowledge that our bishop possess-
es, | respectfully believe that he miss-
es the point.

Denial of Communion in these
instances should have little to do with
his concern about being “drawn into
partisan politics” and everything to do
with his exemplifying a respect for life,
especially as our leader.

Respect for life, we believe, is the
foundation of our faith, the essence of
our humanity, and our connection to
the divine. What could possibly be a
more intimate vehicle to effectively
communicate this tenet than the bish-
op’s distribution or denial of the
Eucharist? Where is there a better
place for him to exemplify his Catholic
leadership than directly in front of his
congregation?

In recent history the episcopacy has
provided a gross lack of leadership on

this and other grave moral issues. This
deficiency has arguably contributed to
the increased arrogance of some
Catholic public officials (of both major
parties) when they openly misrepre-
sent our beliefs without consequence.
As an imperfect member of Bishop
Malooly’s flock, | ask God to grant him
not only the humility but also the forti-
tude to lead us by his actions as well
as his words.
Ted Pfarrer
Lewes

Only Christ judges
our worthiness

My hat is off to Bishop Malooly for
his comment in the Sept. 4 Dialog
special supplement: “It is my belief
that Catholics of all occupations have
the same duty to examine their own
consciences before determining their
worthiness for the reception of com-
munion.”

| believe none of us are worthy to
receive the body of Christ, except
through Christ himself. He died for all
people in the world, current believers
or not; so who among us has the right
to say who is worthy? God knows all
hearts and where we are in our faith
journey. We are not Christian clones,
we are all different, unique children of
God, and we’ll be judged by God for
the works we do through heart and
love.

Jim White
Marion Station, Md.
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Campaign ’08: Economy seen as prominent factor in U.S.

election

By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The economy will be a key factor in
choosing a president this fall for Ithaca, N.Y., resident
Kathryn Hughes and her husband, who are struggling
financially to send two children to college and assist anoth-
er daughter who is a single mother with three young chil-
dren.

As a faithful parishioner of Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Ithaca, the 43-year-old mother, grand-
mother and recently naturalized U.S. citizen has followed
her pastor’s call to exercise political responsibility in
November’s national elections, the first time she will cast a
ballot in a presidential race.

“The economy has affected us in every way,” said
Hughes, a native of Great Britain who became a U.S. citi-
zen in 2006. “We are the middle class and feel the pres-
sure.”

In her view, the economic policies of President George
W. Bush have been helpful to the wealthy, and in some
ways beneficial to the desperately poor, but have ignored
the struggles of middle-class Americans.

For years Hughes felt blessed by the good fortune she
and her husband found after immigrating to the U.S. in the
1990s. Both found decent-paying jobs and they were able
to buy a home in a safe community, where they raised their
three children.

However, as the economy soured in recent years and
their children entered college, the couple discovered their
incomes wouldn’t pay the tuition bills, but they made too
much money for government assistance.

“So now we and our children must throw ourselves into
debt,” Hughes said. “I also have had to bridge the gap for
my daughter, a single mother of three children, because
she is a low-income working mother with few benefits that
don’t add up to enough to put gas in her car to get back
and forth to work.”

In their 2007 document, “Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility,” the
U.S. Catholic bishops said, “We are called to bring togeth-
er our principles and our political choices, our values and
our votes, to help build a better world.”

“The bishops urge Catholic voters to focus not on politi-
cal questions such as ‘Are you better off than you were two
or four years ago?” said Thomas Shellabarger, policy
adviser for urban and economic issues in the Department
of Justice, Peace and Human Development at the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. “Rather, each of us
should enter the voting booth focusing on the ethical and

moral dimensions of public policies that affect the entire
community.”

The impact the economy is having on the family life of
the Hughes clan and millions like them in the U.S. is a
moral issue and a legitimate concern for voters,
Shellabarger said.

“The Catholic Church recognizes the incredible busy-
ness of family life and the demands of work that over-
whelm families,” he said. “Many pressing problems con-
fronting family life are due to broad social forces, particu-
larly economic strife. The decision of a man and woman to
marry and raise a family is a significant one with many
considerations involved. Yet today, without a job that pays
a family wage, marriage and starting a family seem impos-
sible.”

Currently the minimum wage is $6.55 an hour or
$13,624 a year, but for a family of two the poverty line is
$13,167, and for a parent and two children, the poverty
line is $16,079.

The annual income needed to pay for a national fair mar-
ket rent for a studio apartment is $19,320, while $22,360 is
needed for a one-bedroom and $26,520 is needed for a
two-bedroom, according to a study conducted by the
National Low Income Housing Coalition.

“The study concludes, ‘In no community in the U.S.
today can someone who gets a full-time job at the mini-
mum wage reasonably expect to find a modest rental unit
he or she can afford,” Shellabarger said. He noted that the
study adds, “While planned increases in the minimum
wage over the next two years may put affordable housing
closer within reach for some households, they will not
close the gap between full-time earnings at the federal
minimum wage and the income needed to afford prevailing
rents in most markets.”

According to Democratic presidential nominee Sen.
Barack Obama’s campaign Web site, if elected president
he would double funding for after-school programs,
expand the Family Medical Leave Act, provide low-income
families with a refundable tax credit to help with their child-
care expenses and encourage flexible work schedules.

On his campaign Web site, Republican presidential
nominee Sen. John McCain calls for a National
Commission on Workplace Flexibility and Choice. This
commission would be a bipartisan group of workers, small
and large employers, labor representatives and academics
that would give the president recommendations on how to
modernize the country’s labor laws and training programs
to help workers better balance the demands of their jobs
with family life.

The current state of the economy also has caused
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Hughes to limit the donations she regularly makes to
organizations that help feed and provide clothes for the
needy, a practice that is highly encouraged by Catholic
teaching.

“Unfortunately, debates about poverty often become
polarized by ideological and partisan divisions,” said John
Carr, executive director of the bishops’ justice and peace
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department. “This political season, campaigns needs to
move beyond false ideological choices that often paralyze
national discussion. Catholic teaching and experience
insist that reducing poverty will require personal responsi-
bility and social responsibility, better choices and behav-
iors by individuals, and better policies and investments by
government.”



McCain pledges to fight for reform, support culture of life

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Positioning himself as a Republican
outsider, Sen. John McCain pledged to reform politics as
usual in the nation’s capital while upholding a culture of life
as he began the final two months of the long presidential
campaign.

Accepting his party’s nomination for president Sept. 4 in
St. Paul, Minn., the 72-year-old Arizonan set out to distin-
guish himself from his Democratic opponent, Sen. Barack
Obama of lllinois, as the candidate better positioned to
achieve prosperity for the country and rebuild America’s
faltering status as the world’s leading economic power.

McCain also framed his life as one devoted to serving
his country. Describing his career in the U.S. Navy, how he
was shot down over North Vietnam and his five and a half
years as a prisoner of war, McCain explained how he
came to realize how much his country meant to him during
his captivity as he struggled to recover from the serious
injuries suffered in the jet crash.

The senator’s 46-minute speech invoked in broad terms
a few themes expressed by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ 2007 “Faithful Citizenship” document,
which calls for Catholic voters to form their consciences
around a variety of social concerns based on Catholic
social teaching.

Most notable was his call for the widening of education-
al options for parents and children. Calling education “the
civil rights issue of this century,” McCain said parents
should be able to send their children to charter schools or
private schools of their choice.

While stopping short of calling for the institution of a
nationwide voucher program — under which parents
would be allocated funds to be used to send their children
to a school of their choice — McCain said parents should
not be required to send their children to a failing public
school.

Like the bishops, he urged the country to set aside me-
first concerns and to step up to serve others, volunteer for
worthwhile causes or enter politics, much as he did, to
build a stronger, more caring society.

But he offered few specifics in the way of policy, instead
embracing the mantel of maverick given to him by critics
and supporters alike and depicting himself as someone
who will fight for the concerns of average Americans.

“He didn’t talk a lot about economic issues that
(Catholics) traditionally think of as justice/fairness issues,”
said Martin Shaffer, dean of the School of Liberal Arts at
Marist College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. “He talked more
about the economy in terms of there being tough times for
people. He hasn’t been known as a person as interested
in those policy areas,” he said.

On the other hand, the fact that the candidate spoke
more specifically about the threats posed by al-Qaida, Iran
and the Russian intervention in Georgia and its former
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satellite states reflects his strong desire to protect the
country, Shaffer said.

McCain’s approach to foreign affairs, as expressed in his
speech, concerns June-Ann Greeley, director of the
Center of Catholic Thought, Ethics and Culture at Sacred
Heart University in Fairfield, Conn. She said his seeming
willingness to flex American military muscle around the
world runs contrary to his views of embracing a culture of
life.

“You can tell he was formed by his experience in the mil-
itary,” Greeley said. “I think he identifies his place as part
of the warrior culture and that he’s gong to protect this
country. As a Catholic | can certainly identify with the
importance of being ready to take up arms for the right
kind of cause. Speaking as a Catholic, | do think we are
asked by the Holy Father and the (U.S.) bishops to seek
other paths.”

Mark Gray, research associate and director of Catholic
polls at the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate
at Georgetown University, said McCain seems to be
reaching to capture independent and undecided voters in
the political center by not being more specific on domestic
policy.

“I think he’s pretty confident in the base now,” Gray said.
“I think he’s left a lot of the conservative issues to the vice-
presidential candidate (Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin). From
here on out, the traditional conservative issues he’s going
to have her address and he’s going to try to appeal more
to the voters in the center.”

Even as McCain spoke of his belief in the culture of life,
a term often used by Pope John Paul Il throughout his long
papacy to call for an end to abortion, assisted suicide,
euthanasia and embryonic stem-cell research, the senator
failed to mention any of the procedures individually.

Scott Paeth, who studies religion in public life as an
assistant professor of religious studies at DePaul
University in Chicago, said McCain’s use of the term cul-
ture of life serves as shorthand to supporters to express a
belief in many of the life issues the Republican Party has
championed.

“That’s very standard from a Republican perspective ...
for talking about a whole raft of issues on Catholic teach-
ing, anti-abortion, anti-stem-cell research, anti-cloning,”
Paeth said. “But it doesn’t include anti-death penalty and it
doesn’t include a strong anti-war perspective.”

Marianist Father John Putka, a political science lecturer
at the University of Dayton in Ohio, suggested that even
though the term culture of life may be considered a “code”
to like believers, McCain was able to differentiate himself
from Obama on a key issue.

Father Putka called McCain’s references to his POW
experience “very powerful.”

“He framed it in terms of his war and what it did for his
faith: find God and find yourself through your suffering,”
Father Putka added. “The average American has got to
feel it in his gut for him.”



Financial report highlights need for Catholic colleges to

raise funds

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Catholic colleges can’t afford to steer
away from fundraising, according to a new report by a
credit ratings service.

The report issued by Moody’s Investors Service in late
August said Catholic colleges, in comparison to their non-
Catholic peer institutions, have larger enrollments and
lower tuition rates but they also generally have low endow-
ments which forces them to be highly tuition-dependent.

Moody'’s focused on 55 Catholic colleges that are includ-
ed in the group’s rating service in its “Spotlight on U.S.
Catholic Higher Education Sector” report.

Richard Yanikoski, president of the Association of
Catholic Colleges and Universities, said the report, avail-
able online at www.accunet.org, showed that Catholic col-
leges “offer a strong investment opportunity” and they do
so “not just in spite of our mission but because of our mis-
sion.”

He said the report highlights positive aspects of Catholic
higher education including the fact that their annual net
tuition is about $2,400 less than it is at non-Catholic col-
leges. But even that good news also has a flip side, he
noted; it means the Catholic institutions have “less money
from each student to do the good work they need to do.”

According to the report, the consistently lower tuition
rates at Catholic colleges “reflect the Catholic higher edu-
cation sector’s mission of providing students affordable
access to a college degree, including offering a lower
sticker price for those middle-income students that cannot
qualify for financial aid programs.”

The report also gave Catholic colleges and universities
credit for their ability to “manage operations conservative-
ly to produce generally favorable operating performance
and strong annual cash flow.”

Where Catholic colleges and universities tend to come
up short is in major gift donations and overall endowments,
a gap the report links to the history of many of these
schools that were founded by religious orders. In their
founding years and until recent decades Catholic colleges
relied on the religious orders for resources, faculty mem-
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bers and school governance.

The report notes that only in the past 30 years have
Catholic colleges and universities formed separate boards
of lay trustees. “Prior to this change, there was compara-
tively little attention paid to promoting philanthropy as a
key pillar of financial development, long a commonplace
strategy at most private colleges and universities.”

Yanikoski said the fact that Catholic colleges trail their
counterparts in fundraising and philanthropic gifts is not
news to Catholic college leaders but might be news to
donors “and needs to be thoughtfully reflected on by those
who could support Catholic higher education.”

He said Catholic colleges are making efforts to catch up
on years where they lagged behind in fundraising. “We’re
getting closer,” he said, “but we’re still not there.”

The College of St. Catherine, a Catholic women’s col-
lege in St. Paul, Minn., has long been on board with
fundraising.

Marjorie Mathison-Hance, vice president for external
relations at St. Catherine’s, said the school has been
dependent on gifts since its founding by the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Carondelet in 1905, when a farmer donated land
for the college and money for its first building. They also
received major donations in the 1920s.

Today, she said, fundraising is more important than ever
as “needs are becoming so much greater” and as the
school tries to be accessible to those for whom the price
tag would be out of reach.

Three years ago the college completed a capital cam-
paign raising $86 million. Sixty-one percent of the funds
collected did not have restrictions on how they could be
used, which Mathison-Hance described as a “tremendous
vote of confidence” in the school.

St. Catherine’s, now in the planning stages of its next
campaign, has tried some innovative fundraising efforts,
such as asking donors to name residential halls or specif-
ic rooms in behalf of the women in their lives.

She also said the key to raising money for the school
stems from getting people connected and understanding
the school’s mission and vision, something she said can-
not be “up to the fundraising office alone” but has to come
from the university’s leadership and “move out from there.”



Archdiocese reiterates that Emmitsburg visions ‘not

supernatural’

By George P. Matysek Jr.
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — Responding to an apocalyptic posting
to a Web site by Gianna Talone-Sullivan claiming that the
Blessed Virgin Mary told her of an impending worldwide
disaster, the Archdiocese of Baltimore has reaffirmed its
position that Talone-Sullivan’s alleged visions “are not
supernatural in origin.”

Talone-Sullivan, a pharmacologist, claimed to have
received messages from Mary during Thursday evening
prayer services at St. Joseph Parish in Emmitsburg from
1993 until 2000, when the archdiocese banned them.

Talone-Sullivan claimed that Mary remained “publicly
silent” for two years following the end of the prayer servic-
es, but continued to appear and speak with her privately.
Talone-Sullivan began disseminating monthly “public mes-
sages to the world,” allegedly from Mary, via the Internet
on Aug. 5, 2002.

The archdiocese investigated the Emmitsburg visions
and in 2003 an “extensive study by a commission com-
prised of experts in the field of theology and canon law”
examined approximately 600 pages of testimony and inter-
viewed Talone-Sullivan and others, according to the most
recent archdiocesan statement, dated Aug. 29.

Following the commission study, Cardinal William H.
Keeler, then archbishop of Baltimore, issued a decree stat-
ing that the alleged visions were not supernatural. That
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decree was approved by then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,
prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in
Rome, who is now Pope Benedict XVI.

“The commission’s finding was based, in part, on the
fact that many of the messages were apocalyptic in
nature, placed undue emphasis on future destruction and
called for great and miraculous signs — all of which are
incompatible with (the) tradition and teachings of the
Catholic Church,” according to the archdiocesan state-
ment.

In a June posting to her Web site, Talone-Sullivan
claimed that “Our Lady of Emmitsburg” told her that “even
your governments and the church authorities already have
knowledge of the stars aligning and its implications upon
you.” She claimed the coming disaster will result in the
deaths of “approximately 60 (percent)-70 percent of the
world’s population.”

The archdiocesan statement called it “regrettable that
any confusion remains for Catholics in the archdiocese,
who need only read the decree to understand the church’s
position on this matter.”

Vincentian Father Vincent O’Malley, pastor of St.
Joseph, applauded the archdiocesan statement.

“This principle of operation provides prudent direction for
all Catholics,” the pastor said. “It is hoped that all Catholics
would yield to the wisdom and authority of Baltimore and
Rome in their statement: ‘Nothing supernatural is occur-
ring’ in the alleged apparitions.”



New Internet TV site aims for Catholic audience

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Billing itself as the Internet’s first
Catholic television station, www.realcatholictv.com is up
and running and looks forward to expanding operations in
October.

The Internet site debuted Sept. 1, and a $10-a-month
subscription service will make its bow Oct. 1.

“Prior to the technology of the new media era, this would
have been essentially impossible without doing the tradi-
tional means of buying time on television and the distribu-
tion vehicles, satellite (delivery) and all that stuff. That
would have been prohibitively expensive,” said Michael
Voris, senior executive producer of the fledgling operation.
“For a lot less money — though it’s still expensive — we
can reach a lot of people for pennies on the dollar.”

In the site’s first three days, close to 2,500 people visit-
ed, without any concerted advertising or publicity effort,
according to Voris. A public relations campaign to tout real-
catholictv.com to journalists began Sept. 8.

“We’re trying to iron the bugs out of the site,” Voris told
Catholic News Service in a Sept. 4 telephone interview
from the Internet site’s production facility in the Detroit sub-
urb of Ferndale, Mich.

Most visitors to the site will have a hard time getting to
its content — including the free material — unless they
have installed the Firefox Web browser by Mozilla. Even
though installing an additional or replacement Web brows-
er can be a chore, “so far, we haven’'t had anyone refuse,”
said Simon Rafe, a Webmaster and producer for real-
catholictv.com.

Voris worked as an on-air reporter for a Detroit television
station for several years before founding St. Michael’s
Media, described on its Web site as a lay Catholic aposto-
late “dedicated to the new evangelization and spreading
the truth of the Catholic faith via the medium of television,
radio, the Internet and other forms of modern mass
media.”

It was through St. Michael’s Media that Voris met real-
catholictv.com co-founder Marc Brammer of South Bend,
Ind. “l received a phone call from Marc Brammer and he
said, ‘Hey I'm on your site’ — he was talking about St.
Michael's Media — ‘and it’s really interesting, it's pure and
faithful. Would you like to speak at our father-son club?”
Voris said his response was, “Any excuse to get down to
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Notre Dame. I'm down with that!”

While in South Bend, Voris said Brammer asked him,
“What’s your big vision? What do you want to be doing in
five years with all of this?” Voris said he told Brammer he
wanted to somehow take online “The One True Faith,” an
existing St. Michael’'s Media program, and offer “a direct,
no-holds-barred, nonapologetic apologetics. If there’s a
way to establish a TV station online, | would do that.”

“It was that conversation that started it all,” Voris said,
and it took six months from idea to reality, he added.

“The One True Faith” is on the realcatholictv.com sched-
ule. Other daily programs include “The Vortex,” hosted by
Voris, a news roundup, a historical feature about the
church, and a saint-of-the-day offering. In addition, “The
Shepherd’s Voice” features three U.S. bishops —
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Denver, Bishop Robert F.
Vasa of Baker, Ore., and Bishop David R. Choby of
Nashville, Tenn. — in rotation with Bishop Athanasius
Schneider of Karaganda, Kazakhstan.

When the premium service bows in October, program
offerings will include “Inroads,” featuring Catholic musi-
cians and bands; “The Other View,” a talk show featuring
five women co-hosts like the ABC show “The View”; “Moral
Compass,” which will look at church teaching on morality;
“Catholic Critic,” which will feature movie, book and art
reviews; and “Shadow Priest,” featuring an unnamed cler-
gyman dispensing Catholic teaching. A dozen additional
series are promised for the premium service.

The new Web site does not have the official endorse-
ment or sponsorship of any Catholic diocese. As a for-prof-
it enterprise it is not restricted by the tax code from making
political commentary.

Before the premium subscription dollars come in, real-
catholictv.com is selling a series of anti-Barack Obama
bumper stickers. “They are the ideal way of showing your
support for not only realcatholictv.com but also for good,
family-values politicians,” says realcatholictv.com’s blog.

Given the Internet’s capacity, “the sky’s the limit,” Voris
told CNS. “We could have 100 producers running around
the building with 100 cameramen and 100 editors, plus an
oversight team. ... We got an e-mail request for a 14-year-
old girl in Washington (state). She said, ‘I really love your
site. This is cool. Have you thought about doing a half-hour
sitcom about a teenage girl in high school going to school
and trying to be a good Catholic girl?’ | have not (before),
but | have now,” he said.



Catholic Relief Services responds to global
food crisis

BALTIMORE — From the Horn of Africa to Haiti, rising
food prices are driving millions of families to the brink of
starvation. Catholic Relief Services has set aside an initial
$1 million to help hungry people in a half-dozen countries
buy food and prepare for the next planting season. “This
food crisis is just beginning. By early next year, it will be
deeper and broader as more segments of society are
pushed into poverty by the combination of higher prices for
food and energy worldwide. We must act now,” said CRS
President Ken Hackett. “CRS staff around the world has
heard stories of families who are stretched to the limits of
life itself by the high price of food,” said Sean Callahan,
CRS’ executive vice president. “Some families must make
do with eating less at each meal. They are already skip-
ping meals, or even not eating on a particular day.” This
initial response will help the poorest people buy food and
spur agricultural productivity by targeting countries in sub-
Saharan Africa, Latin America, South and Southeast Asia
and Eastern Europe.

Pope meets with centenarians, youths on
island known for longevity

CAGLIARI, Sardinia — Before leading a rally with the
young people of Sardinia, Pope Benedict XVI held a lower-
decibel encounter with 30 of the island’s centenarians.
Their wish for the 81-year-old pontiff? That he enjoy a life
as long as theirs. Sardinia, an ltalian island known for the
longevity of its residents, hosted the pope for a one-day
pastoral visit Sept. 7. The pope celebrated an outdoor
Mass for 80,000 people at a Marian sanctuary in the sea-
port of Cagliari, met with priests and religious, and
addressed youths in a city square. Anna Garau, 105, was
the leader of the group of over-100s who met with the
pope inside the church before the Mass. Hard of hearing
but still alert, she attributed her longevity to a good diet,
including some red wine at lunch. “I hope you make it to
my age, Your Holiness,” she told the pope.

Pope names more women than ever to
Synod of Bishops on Bible

VATICAN CITY — Choosing men and women from
every part of the world and from a wide variety of profes-
sional spheres, Pope Benedict XVl nominated 32 voting
members, 41 experts and 37 observers for the upcoming
world Synod of Bishops. The nomination of six female
scholars as experts and of 19 women as observers will
give the Oct. 5-26 Synod of Bishops on the Bible the
largest bloc of women ever participating in a Catholic
synod. The list of papal appointments to the synod was
published Sept. 6 by the Vatican. The 32 clerics Pope
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Benedict named as full members of the synod will join
about 180 bishops who were elected by their national bish-
ops’ conferences, 10 priests elected by the Union of
Superiors General and about two dozen cardinals and
archbishops, heads of Vatican congregations and coun-
cils, who automatically are members of the synod.

Catholic Charities’ pilot program aims to
help hurricane victims

BATON ROUGE, La. — Catholic Charities USA and the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services are join-
ing in a new pilot program that aims to help hurricane vic-
tims receive federal and state assistance they need with
less hassle and red tape. If people cannot return to their
homes after a disaster they need to find a place to live, a
job and medical care, the same things a person arriving in
the United States from another country faces, said Kim
Burgo, senior director of Catholic Charities’ disaster
response office. She also noted that the maze of paper-
work an individual must fill out to get assistance can be
daunting. With the new pilot program, one caseworker will
be assigned to each family unit or person displaced by
Hurricane Gustav, which hit Louisiana Sept. 1. Burgo
worked for 22 years at Catholic Relief Services and Save
the Children before joining Catholic Charities. Burgo and
Michael O. Leavitt, secretary of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, announced the pilot program
Sept. 3 while touring a facility at Louisiana State University
in Baton Rouge that had been set up to care for special-
medical-needs patients before Hurricane Gustav.

Florida Supreme Court strikes down vote
on faith-based programs

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The executive director of the
Florida Catholic Conference said he is disheartened by a
Sept. 3 ruling by the Florida Supreme Court that prevents
voters from deciding whether the state constitution should
be amended to allow public funding of faith-based and
school-choice programs. In August a lower court had
upheld the Florida Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission’s decision to place two constitutional amend-
ment proposals before voters on the Nov. 4 ballot, but the
state high court ruled the commission exceeded its author-
ity in doing so. The first question, Ballot Initiative 7, sought
to repeal a provision of the state constitution that prohibits
spending public funds on religious institutions. The sec-
ond, Ballot Initiative 9, proposed changing a section of the
constitution to explicitly allow the public funding of scholar-
ships, including those to religious and other private
schools. “We are very disappointed in the court’s ruling,”
said D. Michael McCarron, executive director of the Florida
Catholic Conference. “Faith-based organizations provide a
broad range of services for the benefit of all Floridians and
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in particular our state’s most vulnerable and in need.”

Vatican disciplines ex-spiritual director to
Medjugorje visionaries

LONDON — The Vatican has authorized “severe cau-
tionary and disciplinary measures” against a priest who
served as spiritual director to the visionaries in Medjugorije,
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith has written to Bishop Ratko Peric of Mostar-
Duvno, whose diocese covers Medjugorje, to inform him
that they are investigating the case of Franciscan Father
Tomislav Vlasic. The congregation has asked the bishop,
for the good of the faithful, to inform the community of the
canonical status of the Bosnian priest, whose actions auto-
matically provoked Vatican sanctions. In a statement post-
ed on the Web site of the Diocese of Mostar-Duvno,
Bishop Peric explained that Father Vlasic has been report-
ed to the congregation “for the diffusion of dubious doc-
trine, manipulation of consciences, suspicious mysticism,
disobedience toward legitimately issued orders” and
charges that he violated the Sixth Commandment. The
doctrinal congregation said in the letter, also posted on the
Web site, that the priest had been disciplined after he stub-
bornly refused to cooperate with the inquiry.

Priest to step down from Canadian
politics after Vatican ultimatum

OTTAWA — Father Raymond Gravel said he will step
down as a Bloc Quebecois member of Canada’s House of
Commons after receiving an ultimatum from the Vatican.
“My bishop had received instructions from Rome that |
must make a choice between the priesthood and the call-
ing of an MP (member of Parliament),” Father Gravel told
the French-language newspaper La Presse. “There was
the threat of laicization and they could defrock me.” Noting
he would respect the Vatican’s decision, he said, “It's my
life, to be a priest,” La Presse reported Sept. 3. Father
Gravel, 55, who publicly had supported same-sex mar-
riage and abortion before entering political life, advocated
positions contrary to church teaching, despite instructions
from his bishop. Bishop Gilles Lussier of Joliette, Quebec,
had stripped Father Gravel of his priestly functions when
he ran for office in 2006. He won with more than 60 per-
cent of the vote.

Church joins interfaith effort to change
immigration law

WASHINGTON — The Catholic Church has joined an
interfaith effort to change U.S. immigration law. To prepare
for that effort in the next Congress, it is also joining the Tour
of the Faithful, an educational effort during September and
October to convince people of faith to support changes in
U.S. immigration policy. “We’re in a dark period,” said
Bishop John C. Wester of Salt Lake City, chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on Migration, during a Sept. 9 con-

ference call to announce the 17-city Tour of the Faithful.
“Our current national immigration policy ... consists of work-
site enforcement raids” that result in, among other things,
“the dislocation of U.S. citizen children from their parents,”
he added. “As a nation — a nation of immigrants, | might
add — we cannot accept the labor of immigrants while
undermining their basic human dignity,” Bishop Wester said.
Through the Tour of the Faithful, he said, “we hope to lift our
voices to call attention to this important issue in the days
and weeks ahead so that a new president and new
Congress can address these issues early in 2009.” The tour
was to start Sept. 10 with an interfaith prayer vigil on the
lawn of the Ohio statehouse in Columbus.

Faith groups challenge political candidates
to fight poverty

WASHINGTON — People of faith are being urged to
“move their feet” to elevate poverty as a campaign issue in
the final weeks leading to the November election. “We have
a lot of work to do,” Rabbi Steve Gutow, executive director
of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, told the media and
advocates for the poor during a Sept. 9 nationwide confer-
ence call that opened “Fighting Poverty: A Week of Action.”
The effort is sponsored by a coalition of more than 20 reli-
gious groups including Catholic Charities USA. “We have to
... make it clear that we care about something that a lot of
elected officials don’t care about,” he said. Initially, during
the week ending Sept. 16, the emphasis will be on seeking
out ways to raise awareness of poverty in communities
across the country. Rabbi Gutow reported that programs in
100 communities in 36 states were planned for the week.
Follow-up actions will find advocates for poor and marginal-
ized people seeking out candidates and asking for a com-
mitment on how they will address poverty during the first
100 days they will be in office in 2009.

Pope sends e-mail to more than 30,000
World Youth Day participants

VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict XVI sent a brief e-mail
to more than 30,000 young people who attended World
Youth Day in Sydney, Australia, or have expressed interest
in knowing more about the experience. In the Sept. 8 mes-
sage, the pope greeted the young people, offered his
prayers for them and asked them to pray for the young
people of France as he prepared to visit their country Sept.
12-15. The message was sent through www.Xt3.com, a
social networking Web site established to help World
Youth Day participants keep in touch, converse with one
another online and meet others who were in Sydney. The
text of the papal message read: “Fifty days ago we were
together for the celebration of Mass. Today | greet you on
the birthday of Mary, Mother of the Church. Empowered by
the Spirit and courageous like Mary, your pilgrimage of
faith fills the church with life! Soon | am to visit France. |
ask you all to join me in praying for the young people of
France. May we all be rejuvenated in hope!”



Movie
Reviews

Pointless futuristic action outing in which a
mobster (Gerard Depardieu) hires a mercenary
(Vin Diesel) to escort a mysteriously gifted young
woman (Melanie Thierry) and her guardian
(Michelle Yeoh) from Mongolia to New York and
deliver her to the minions of her cult’s high priest-
ess (Charlotte Rampling). Though not exces-
sively violent, director Mathieu Kassovitz’s lead-
en adaptation of French author Maurice G.
Dantec’s novel, “Babylon Babies,” is driven by a
muddled mythology that includes the repetition
of a Gospel miracle, a plot turn requiring, though
hardly meriting, mature interpretation. Moderate
action violence, one use of the F-word, some
crude language, a couple of profanities and a
brief background view of a stripper. USCCB clas-
sification is L — limited adult audience, films
whose problematic content many adults would
find troubling. Rated PG-13.

Offbeat but well-made and strangely affect-
ing Scottish coming-of-age tale about a
voyeuristic teen (an excellent Jamie Bell),
deeply troubled after the drowning death of his
mother, who leaves his father (Ciaran Hinds)
and stepmother (Claire Forlaini), whom he sus-
pects of poisoning his mother, and takes a
kitchen job at an Edinburgh hotel where he falls
for a personnel director (Sophia Myles) who is
having an affair, as he discovers, with their mar-
ried boss (Jamie Sives). Though there is ulti-
mately forgiveness and redemption, many will
be bothered by the aberrant elements of the
highly improbable story — based on Peter
Jinks’ novel — and director David Mackenzie’s
film is best approached for its complex themes
rather than its sometimes objectionable con-
tent. Some brief but strong sexual content, par-
tial male and female nudity, adultery, nonmarital
encounters, some rough language and profani-

Back to top

ty, blunt sexual talk, suicide and violence includ-
ing attempted murder. USCCB classification is
L — limited adult audience, films whose prob-
lematic content many adults would find trou-
bling. Rated R.

Salacious, smile-free teen comedy about
three high school seniors (Drake Bell, Andrew
Caldwell and Kevin Covais) on a weekend cam-
pus tour who opt to stay in a fraternity house,
drawn by its booze and strippers, but have to
endure crude hazing by its loutish leader (Nick
Zano), while one falls in love with a pretty coed
(Haley Bennett) who takes him for a fellow
freshman. Director Deb Hagan’s spiritless film
— even the ostensible comedy falls flat —
briefly takes its protagonists into true romance
and emotional maturity, but the emphasis is
squarely on repulsive bullying and decadent
partying. Strong sexual content, upper-female
and rear nudity, much sexual and scatological
humor, drug use, underage drinking, pervasive
rough and crude language, and a few uses of
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Gerard Depardieu (keft) is a mobster who has mercenary, played by Vin Diesel,
escort a woman and her guardian to New York in “Babylon A.D.”

profanity. USCCB classification is O — morally
offensive. Rated R.

Wacky sophomoric spoof of the genre — with
takeoffs on every iconic movie character of the
past year (e.g., Indiana Jones, Beowulf, Prince
Caspian and the Love Guru) thrown in for good
measure — as a young man (Matt Lanter) and
a motley crew (Gay “G-Thang” Johnson, Nicole
Parker, Kim Kardashian and Crista Flanagan)
attempt to rescue his girlfriend (Vanessa
Minnillo) amid nonstop calamities. The film is by
co-writers and directors Jason Friedberg and
Aaron Seltzer. The cast is game, and some of
the gags are funny, while others are consider-
ably less so, but satirically intended or not the
humor is relentlessly and unabashedly vulgar.
Pervasive sexual and scatological humor, some
crude language, crass expressions, and occa-
sional profanity; strong comic violence; partial
male nudity; and passing religious jibes.
USCCSB classification is O — morally offensive.
Rated PG-13.



